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An Account of the Proceedings and Debates of the laf Se/- 
fton of Par t continue! 


cur lof BEE we gave our Readers 
caiman) cn Account of fome Part of the Remark- 
able Debate upon the Motion for repeat. 
ing the Septennial Act; When Afr. 
| bad ended bis Speech, Sir 
M——th in N nd, rofe up, 


and tee following Effed?. 


" Cannot content myfelf with barely giving a Negative 
- I to this Propofition, but muft beg your Indulgence in 


otfering a few Reafons which will induce me to be a- 
6 painft 
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gainft it ; and to make two or three Obfervations upon 
what has fallen from the honourable Gentlemen who 
have introduced and {poke in favour of it. 


© In my Opinion, Sir, we fhould fix the Duration of 


Parliaments to a fhorter or a longer Period, according 
as twill promote the Welfare of the Nation, and fup- 
port and ftrengthen our prefent Conftitution ; and when 
that is once fixed, the Confideration, whether the Thing 
be popular or unpopular, or whether it may be con‘o- 
nant to the Practice of our Anceftors, ought not to 
influence any Gentleman in giving his Vote. 

‘¢ It has been faid by the honourable Gentleman who 
{poke firft, that the renewing of the Triennial 
will leffen the Expences at Elections. Sir, I think no- 
thing is more demonftrable, than that frequent Elec. 
tions Will always occafion trequent Expences, and other 
Irregularities too notorious not to lye within the Com. 
pafs of every Man’s Obfervation; and that Men’s 
Minds, which never fail to be inflamed in a Conte? 
between two Parties, will always preferve thofe Heats 
in view of a guick Return ot ele¢ting : That rhefe 
and many other Inconveniences can be fairly charged 
on Triennial Eleétions is indif{putably true; and if 
tennial Parliaments do not entirely remove thefe Evils, 
at leaft they mitigate their Influence, 


_<¢ Gentlemen have urged, that Expences at Elections 


are Advocates for this Propofition, and which ought to 


are voluntary ; this is indeed in fome meafure true, 


‘ but by this Alteration of the Law, the Temptation 


will never be at a great Diuitance ; the Opportunity 
for Corruption, Idlenefs and Debauchery, will happen 
once in three Years, initead of once in feven; for I 
am afraid the Law we have lately made, which the ho- 
nourable Gentleman who made the Motion has taken 
Notice of, cannot yet have produced the good Effect 
we expected from it : Reformations of any kind cannot 
be brought about on a fudden, efpeciaily in Things ol 
this Nature, where the lower Clafs of the People are 
Parties concerned. 

Sir, the Law for Tricenzal Parliaments continued 16 
Force for 22 Years: In that Time many Inconveniencies 
were found to arife from it; and it was likewife found 
that in many refpects if did not anfwer the End for which 
itwas made. I think it lies upon thofe Gentlemen who 
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be the Foundation of their Arguments in Support of ir, | 

the Evils are which are attendant upon 

epienmiear Fartiaments, and how they would te re- 

moved by the Alteration propofed : If they had done 

*¢ this, if any fuch Thing could be done, the Argument : 

fome but to me this appears fo 

: ar from being the Cafe, that on the contrary, how 

| many good Laws have pafled in favour of the Subject, 
| ‘¢ how little Reafon have the People of Eng/and to be dif- 
| ‘¢ pleafed with the Actions of their Reprefentatives fince 

“* the Septennial At? took Place, which is 18 Years ago ? 

“© What is done within every Man’s Memory cannot he 

liable to any Mifreprefentation. Hiftories of former 

‘* Parliaments, or of paft Times, may be partially re- 

‘< Jated, but our own Experience cannot deceive us ; 
and I appeal to tho‘e whonow hear me, whether we 

—* have yet had any Reafon to complain of the Conduct of 

Scptennial Parliaments. 

‘© And befides, Sir, there is no Mifchief czn be done 

“< the Subject in a Septennial Parliament, which may not 

‘* be done in a Triennial ; but on- the contrary, the fhort 

‘¢ Duration of a Trieanial will not allow fuiheiene 
"Time to the compleating many good Uadertukings, 
which may be accomplifhed by a Septennta’; Mifchiet 
: ‘< being of its own Nature of quick Growth, and foon 
‘© brought to Maturity ; whereas Schemes for 2 general 
“< Good ripen by flow Degrees, and require a Length ot 
‘Time in rearing up to erfection. : 
“¢ Gentlemen have brought Arguments in Support ol 

‘<< this Propofition from the Practice and Laws oi our 
‘© Forefathers, and deduce the Expediency oi the. tr.cii- 
“¢ nial Bill, from the original Formation of our ¢ onit!- 
‘© tution. For mv Part, I do not comprehend whot 1s 
‘* meant by our old Conftitution, and therefore when 
Gentlemen make ufe of the Expre ffion, our old Coa- 
“ ftitution, I muft look upon it as an indefinite Term, 
‘© which can admit of no direct Anfwer : But would they 
fix it to a Reign, or to any certain Numter Years, 
“© T could undertake to fhew, that in no Period of Lime 
“< they shall fix on, fince the Conqueft, we ever had fuch 
“© a one as we fhould be now willing to fubmit to, and 
‘© reft fatisfied with : I know of no fettled Conftitution 
“till the Revolution ; ‘tis from that happy Period [ 
“© date our having any at all. It may indeed be vcrrce- 
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able to the antient Laws of the Realm, that there 
fhould be frequent Parliaments, that is, that Parlia- 
‘© ments fhould be frequently holden ; but from whence 
“¢ will Gentlemen prove, that it has been eftablifhed as 
“© a fundamental Maxim in what is called our old Con- 
‘¢ ftitution, that there fhould be frequent Elections ; 
‘* fure at leaft Iam, if the Nature of our Contftitution 
“* required that there fhould be fuch, the Practice of our 
‘* Anceftors has not always correfponded with it. 
“It would be a tedious Task to fhew in what Manner 
«* Parliaments have been called and holden, and to trace 
“* out all the Variations of our Laws, or rather J ractice, 
‘cin this Refpect, fince the Congueft, 2co Years after 
‘* which, I believe, there was no fuch Thing in Being | 
“as a Houfe of Commons, at leaft, if there was any 
““fuch Affembly, they met but very feldom: But Gen- 
““ tlemen’s Thoughts will prevent me in what I could 
“< offer on this Head, ard therefore I fhall not enter 
‘< into a Detail of Particulars, with which many others 
“may be much better acquainted; only, in general, I 
<< will venture to fay, that trom the earlieft Records of 
“<< ‘Time to the Revolution, the Crown made ufe of their 
“< Prerogative fo far with Regard to Parliaments, that — 
<< the People never knew when there would be a new 
“* Election, or how long the Power, they gave their Re- 
<< prefentatives when elected, might be continued to 
«<< them: If we look back into our Hiftary, we fhall find, 
<< in fome Reigns, Parliaments chofen a the People, 
*“ and diffolved by the Crown, before they were fuffered 
<¢ to meet at all ; in other Reigns a very long Intermiffion 
‘c of Parliaments ; and in others again a Parliament per- 
<< haps in Being, but for many Years fucceffively not once 
<¢ fuftered to fit. "Thefe, Sir, were real Grievances : And 
<< in this reforming Age, we feem to be as uneafy, and as 
<< fond of taking Precautions againtt ers Dangers, 
‘<< as ever our Anceftors were about providing againtt 
<¢ tho’e that were real. 
‘© My worthy Friend and Contemporary at the Univer- 
‘<< fity, who feconded the Motion, has fhewn the Practice 
<< of feveral of our former Kings inthis Particular, and in- 
<¢ deed has fpoken in Favour of the Motion, with fo much 
«¢ Decency and Weight, that it requires one much better 
*< skilled than I am ia our Englith Hiftory and Parliamen- 
‘tary Proceedings, to do the fame Juftice to the _ 
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: woodigd the Queftion ; but he has quoted two Reigns, 
will, in my Opinion; both turn agaimit the Motion 
nas fo handfomely fupported. ‘Thefe, Sir, are the 
a cigns of King Charles the Firf, and King Charles the 
: yen ; but before I take Notice of them, give me 
to mention another Reign, I_ mean that of Queen 
which both the worthy Gentlemen have very 
avoided mentioning upon this Occafion, tho’ it 
es Reign that is feldom forgot to be brought upon 

the Carper, when a Comparifon isto be made, in order to 


_ §* depreciate the Actions and Meafures of the prefent Times : 


vi In the long Reign of that Queen, a Reign which lafted 
(ae Years, there were in all but ten Parl anents chofen, 
: in thefe ten Parliaments there were but thirteen Seflions, 
is and, except the laft, never any one of thefe Setlions con- 
tinued many Weeks tozether. Befides, Sir, however glo- 

rious the Reign of that Princefs may be in other Refpects, 


“* yet it is certain, that in many Inftances fhe ufed her 


‘* Parliaments in fuch a Manner, as, I hope, we fhall ne- 
** ver fee Parliaments treated for the Future. 

“© As for the Reign of King Charles the Firft, I little 
‘* expected, Sir, that Reign would have been introdu- 
ced in this Debate, efpecially by thofe who are Adyo. 
“* cates for this Queftion ; for furely that Reiga ought to 


_ ** be buried in Oblivion, by thofe who would plead ior the 


‘* Liberty of the Subjeét, and are for leflening the Pre- 
“ yogative of the Crown; becaufe, in no preceding 
Reign was the laft ever carried higher, or the other 
‘in greater Danger of being utterly fubverted and de- 
«¢ ftroyed. Were it neceflary forthe Point I am con- 
<< tending for, I would undertake to prove, that as long 
«cas he had any Power, he was daily attempting, by his 
‘< Prerogative, to have made Parliaments ufelefs; and 
<¢ therefore I fhall eafily agree with the honourable Gen- 
‘¢ tleman, that he neglected calling frequent new Parlta- 
‘© ments ; but give me Leave farther to obferve, that du- 
“¢ ring that King’s Reign, no Parliament was called, there 
‘< was not fo muchas one in Being ; No! not for 12 Yeirs 
‘© together ; during which Time Hiftory does not give the 
moft favourable Account of him with refpect to hisleve- 
“ral Attempts uponthe Liberties of his Subjects, which the 
‘< honourable Gentleman has put a very handfome Glofs 
upon, by faying, that thefe Attempts were made oy 
«© Advice of Sycophants and Flatrerers: Waoever tic 
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“ thors were, Sir, the Facts are true, and the Confequen- 
<< ces, had they not been prevented, muft have proved fata! 
“* to the Rights of the People. WhenTI have faid this, I 
** would not have it underftood as if I approved of the 
“Steps afterwards taken, by which that unfortunate 
‘¢ Prince was brought to his tragical and untimely End , 
“‘but as his Fate ought to be a Warning to all future 
“* ; rinces, not to makeany Incroachments upon the Liber- 
*< ties or Privileges of the Subject, fo it ought tobe a Warn: 
«ing to all thofe who are true Loyers of our Conftituti- 
<< on, to be extremely cautious of introducing any new 
«* Regulations or unneceflary Amendments. And this, Sir, 
«J take to be a Leffon much more proper for the pre- 
‘S fent Queftion than that which my honourable Friend has 
** been pleafed to recommend to us from the Fate of that 
‘¢ Prince: fince the Queftion is not now about compliment- 
“‘ ing the Crown with any newor extravagant Powers, 
“* nor about denying the Roania any of thofe Rights which 
“* they are entitled to by Law. | 

“< I was equally furprifed, Sir, to hear the long Parli- 
‘“ament of King Charles the Second (which continu- 
** ed r7 Years) fo much as mentioned by thofe who are 
‘¢ tor fhortening the Duration of Parliaments ; for, in my 
“* Opinion, the Condu¢t of that Parliament, if it proves any 
*« Thing, fhews, that the long Duration of a Parliament 
*‘ does not neceffarily make it entirely fubfervient to the 
*¢ Wil! of the Prince. Tho’ that } arliament has fince been 
“* treated with great Indignity, tho’ I will not now take upon 
‘“« me to determine whether it deferved the Ufage it has 
“<* met with from fome People ; yet F think I may fay, that 
‘<@ Majority of the Members thereof, efpecially towa:ds 
*« the End of it, were fteady in the Support of the Liberties 
“‘ of the People ; and had not they, made a noble Stand 
“¢ againft the Attempts of the Crown in thofe Days, we 
** fhould not now have been debating this Point. 

‘“¢ ‘Thus, Sir, the Inftance of this Parliantent, if if proves 
«* any Thing, I fay, proves that the Parliament which 
‘¢ fate the longeft ever any did in England, could not le 
‘* influenced by the Crown to come into Meafures incon- 
“¢ fiftent with the Liberties of the People : And if Gentle- 
“© mena will but recollect the Annals of that Parliament, 
“¢ they will find that it was more fubfervient to the Court, 
“* the firft, fecond and third Years, than it was the fixth 
‘* or feventh ; and it was lefs fo the eleventh or twelith, 
‘“‘ than it was the ninth or tenth: And I agree with the 
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ce honourable Gentleman, that the further it removed from 
** its Original, the better Title the Members acquired 
** to the Denomination of Veteran Troops, which he has 
“¢ been pleafed to compare them to ; but this ‘Title they 


merited for a Reafon very different from what he has 


“* affigned: It was not becaufe they knew no other Com- 
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mand but from the Perfon who gave them their Pay, 
but it was becaufe they became every Day more and 
more obfervant of their Duty, more watchful over 
the Liberties of their Fellow Subjects, and Jefs tracta- 
ble to the Meafures of the Court, infomuch that at 
Jaft, their perfevering in honeit Oppofition 
to thofe Meafures, they forced their own |iffolution ; 
and this always has been, and always mutt be the Cafe 
as to all Bodies of the fame Men, when long kept toge- 
ther, and attempted to be feduced by Bribery and Cor- 
ruption ; for few Men are fo entirely debauched and 
abandoned to Shame, but that fooner or later they wi! 
be actuated ty the Love of Virtue and publick Good, 
which will! at laft make them ftubbornly refift the De- 
figns of a profligate Court againft the Liberties of their 
Country: And this was certainly the Cafe as to that Par- 
liament, otherwife King Char/es would not fo eafily 
have parted with a Parliament he had been fo long and 
with fo much Expence endeavouring to form to his 
Own arbitrary Views; thereiore, Sir, if any Argu- 
ment is to be drawn from this long Parliament, :t 
may certainly be made ufe of as the ftrongeft Rea- 
fon why a Septennial Parliamem thould be preterred to 
a Triennial. 

‘¢ Aga further Proof, Sir, that the Ballance of Power 
in the State is demonftrably more in favour of the Peo- 
ple in a Parliament that hath its Duration for feven 
Years, than in one chofen every third Year; and that 
the Crown will always have lefs Influence in a Septen- 
nial than a Triennial Parliament: Let us but recollect 
what has happened ever fince the Septenmal Law took 
Place ; as the honourable Gentleman who {poke laft has 
already obferved, does not Experience fhew us that 


every Seffion will increafe an oppofing Party? Has it 


not been hitherto always found, that the Party againft 


the Court hasin every fith or fixth Seflion been more in 
Number than it was the fecond or third? And as no 


Step has been mace to increafe either the siti 
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“* or Power of the Crown ever fince Scpfennial Parlia- 
*< ments haye had a Being, why fhould we go about to 
“* make an Alteration in that Part of our Conftitution, 
“* from which we have never yet felt the leaft Inconveni- 
“¢ ence? Might not therefore a Defire to revert back to the 
“© Practice of our Anceftors in this | articular, be compared 


i ** toa Manin his full Growth and Strength defiring to 
return back to his Childhood ! | 

i ‘¢ I¢ has indeed been infinuated by both the honourable 
4 | << Gentlemen, who have fpoken on the other Side of the 


Queftion, that undue Influence has been attempted in 
“* Elections ; that Money has been fent down from the 
Treafury to gain Returns from Boroughs in the Coun- 
try ; by which the Elections have been rendered fo ex- 
penfive to the Country Gentlemen that it is with great 
Difficulty they can from their private Fortunes fupport 
fuch Expence, or withftand fuch Influence ; and this is 
indeed the principal Argument I have yet heard made 
ufe of in Support of this Queftion: Though I am no 
way privy to, nor dol believe that any fuch Practices 
have been Jately attempted ; yet, Sir, upon this Occafion, 
I will for Argument’s fake fuppofe it to be true; I will 
{uppofe that the Court does intermeddle in Elections,and 
that Sums of Money have been fent into the Country for 
* that Purpofe ; but how this comes to be owing to Sep- 
tennial Parliaments 1 cannot comprehend : Would it 
not be as much in the Power of the Court to intermed- 
dle in the Elections for a Trieznia/, as in thofe for a 
Septennial Parliament ? And it a Country Gentleman 
can fcarce bear up againft thefe Praétices when he has 
fix Years Refpite to recover of the Expences and 
* Trouble he may have been put to by fuch Attempts 
on his Borough ; for God’s fake! how will it ftand 
with him when the Battle is to be fought every three 
Years? Surely he will be then much lefs able to bear 
fuch Expences, or to withftand fuch Influence ; and 
therefore if the Court ever has endeavoured, or if it 
ever fhould endeavour to influence Elections by the Force 
of Money, that Influence would be much more danger- 


ous in Triennial than in Septennial ; from 
whence J muft be of Opinion, if this Queftion fhould 
fucceed, it might in Time more effectually eftablith the 

abfolute Power of the Crown, and deftroy the segtey 
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of the People, than any other Method that could be 
thought of. | | 


‘The worthy Gentleman who made the Motion has 


told us, that an Annuity for feven Years is more yaly- 
able than an Annuity for three, and from thence he 
feemed to infer, that a Septensial Parliament mutt be 
more expenfive than a 7riennja/, in the fame Proportion 
as an Annuity for feven Years deferves a better Confide- 


ration thanan Annuity for three : But he does not con- 


fider that a Parliament for feven Years is above twice 
the Duration of one for three; fo that if Trieaniag 


* Parliaments were to come in the Place of Septennial, a 


Man muft be thrice chofen before he can continue fo 
long in this Houfe as he would do were he to be 
chofen for feyen Years at once ; and it is certain that 
the Expences or the Purchafe (if with him we fuppofe 
fuch Purchafes) of three, or even of two Elections for 
Triennial Parliaments, will always amount to more than 
the Expeaces or the Purchafe of one Ele¢tion for a 
Septennial. | 

«< If then the Expenfivenefs of Elections be one of the 
Evils attendant upon Septennial Parliaments, it is cer- 
tain the changing of them into 7riennial will be fo far 
from removing that Evil, that it will neceffarily increafe 
it. And I believe fome Gentlemen will, in another 
Particular, find their Expectations as little anfwered 
by the prefent Motion : I mean, that they will not find 
it fo popular a Motion among the generality of Elec- 
tors as fome of them may imagine. It may indeed 
pleafe thofe of the Populace who have no Votes, who 
are fond of Noife and Buftle, and who would be glad 
of any Change by which they might have a more fre- 
quent Chance to get drunk and be idle. It may alfo 
be agreeable to the lower and meaner fort of our Elec- 
tors, who have heretofore perhaps too often made their 
Market upon fuch Occafions; but to the honeft Shop- 
keeper, and the quiet and fair Trader, who have no 
other Views but to gain a comforcable Subfiftence, by 
carrying on their refpective Trades, and .to the better 


kind of our Freeholders, and to the Gentry in general ; 
to all thofe forts of Men, in fhort, whofe Inclinations 
we ought to have the chief Regard to, the propofing cf 
this Bill will be found, I believe, not to be a very proper 


Way of paying coust. 
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. ¢ The worthy Gentlemen, Sir, who have fpoken on 
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the other Side of the Queftion, make a very partial ufe 
of our antient Conftitution, when they plead for a fhort- 
er Duration of Parliaments, becaufe in former Times, 
Inftances may be found of frequent Elections, but for- 
get at the dime Time to remind us of the different 
Situation of our Affairs both at Home and Abroad, 


¢ Muft not proper Allowances be made for the feveral 


Changes which have fince happened in our Contftitution, 
and the different Relations we now bear to foreign Na- 
tions! For without Parity of Circumftances, Gentle- 
men cannot reafonably expect an Equality of Confe- 
quences. | 

‘ Formerly Parliaments fate but ten, fifteen, or twenty 
Days, and difpatched all the Bufinefs they had before 
them in that Time; we now fit four or five Months, 
and find fufficient Employment ; the Reafon of this Dif- 
ference is obvious ; our Government has fince gone 


‘ through fo many Changes, and the Riches and Com- 


merce of this Nation have fo mueh increafed, that this 
Houfe is now engaged in a much larger Circle of Bu- 
finefs ; and at the fame Time hath afierted a Right to 
feveral Powers in the State, which, ’till within thefe 
roo Years, the Crown has often contefted: May not 
Gentlemen as well infer, becaufe fome !’arliaments in| 
former Times haye fate but 20 Days, that we ought 
now to follow their Practice in this Particular, as to 


plead for a fhorter Duration of Parliaments, becaufe 


there may be found Iniftances of annual Elections in re- 
mote Ages. | 


Would Gentlemen, Sir, who fpeak fo favourably 


ec 
ce 


of antient Times, have our Parliaments brought again 
to be entirely upon the fame Foot they were formerly ? 
Surely, No! As the Law now ftands, the Crown can- 
not poffibly prolong a Parliament beyond feven Years ; 
and as the Affairsof the Publick are now difpofed, it 
muft necefiarily meet every Year. Formerly the Crown 
could keep a Parliament in Being without any Limita- 
tion of Time for their Diffolution, and, as I have faid 
before, did fometimes prevent them, though ele¢ted, 
rom ever meeting ; nay, at other Times, there has 
been for many Years together a total Intermiffion of 
Parliaments. I therefore really think, no one can 
make the leaft Comparifon on this Head ;. at leaft I 

fuppofe 
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to return to ractice 
preceding Times in thefe 

“< In thort, Sir, I think the Septennial AG as well a- 
‘* dapted to our prefent Conftitution, as well calculated 
‘* to anfwer the Purpofes and fecure the Freedom of Par- 
** liameats, as any Regulation that can be made; and I 
“* do mot know any one particular Inftatice in which our 
“* Liberty and Conftitution have been more ftrengthened 
** and improved fince the Revolution, than by thofe Laws 
“* which have been made relative to the chufing, fitting, 
“* and Duration of Parliaments. 

‘* Before I leave this Subject, I muft take this Oppor- 
** tunity to returo my Thanks to the honourable Gentle- 
“* man who called for the reading of the Seprennial AG, 
“¢ becanfe the Preamble puts me in mind of our being 
“< indebted to that Law for the Prevention of a fecond 
“< Rebellion: I am convincéd it was to that feafon- 
** able Alteration we then owed the Prefervation of our 
‘¢ ‘Tranquillity, and:perhaps every Thing that is dear to 
** us ; for the Minds of the People were at that ‘Iime fo 
“¢ exafperated and inflamed, the Spirit of Yaccéiti/m was 
*¢ got to. fuch a Height in the Nation, that had an Elec- 
‘¢ tion comie on, after the firft Parliament of the late 
‘* King ought to have expired by the Triennial AG, ’ts 
“* not hard to fay what fatal Conquences might have en- 
“< fued. But I neither mention this as thinking it entire- 
‘¢ ly our prefent Situation, or to draw an Arguinent from 
“< thence in fupport of what I am contending for : How- 
*< ever I muft fay that the recolle¢ting how much we owe 
“to the Septennial AG, makes me the more vuowilling 
tepart with it. ’Tis like Friendfhip:im ‘private 
‘ swhére we have once eftablifhed a thorough good Opini- 
“< pion of a Man, and have received great Favours from 
“ him, itis with Difficulty, it is with great Concern we 
“ are prevailed on to give Credit to any Thing that m y 
‘¢ tend to his Difadvantage. : 

Sir, to fhew the 


ight be brought, 
Many Inftances migh B ccefs of the 


“© Inconveniencies that would attend the &v 
‘but as I have already taken up 


“<< now: propofed to us ; | 

ba ste ie of your Time than I at firit intended, I 

‘< fhall only mention one, which is, The great Hindrance 

‘< it might be in the Difpatch of our Foreign Negot a- 

“‘ tions. As we have been —_ Doors o.ten told of 
ece 


Reports 
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*< Reports without Doors, I muft take the Liberty. to 
‘¢ meationone which we have heard. both within and with- 
*“* out. Have we not often heard without Doors, have 
‘¢ not we been told in a former Debate in this Houfe, 
“« that feveral Letters have been lately fent to foreign 
“¢ Courts, in order to difcourage them trom treating with 
‘cus at this critical Juncture, by affuring them that the 
“* next enfuing Parliament will be of a Complexion very 


“« different from this? E cannot in the leaft fuppofe that 


“¢ fuch Letters were either written or concerted by any 
*¢ one within thefe Walls ; but EF mmft prefume the Au- 
“< thors are by this Time convinced of their Error, ‘fince 
“¢ T find fo much Pains has lately been taken, and fo 
“< much Rhetorick employed, both in Weekly and other 
‘«< Papers, to perfuade us of the Inconyenience of the Scp- 
** tennial Ac?, and the Necefhty for repealing it; from 


- *© whence I conclude, that thofe Gentlemen, who were the 
<< Authors of fuch Letters, begin now to fee that they will 


“<< be difappointed in their Expetations ; and in order to 
‘““ make amends for this Difappointment, they are for 
“< repealing the Septennial Ac?, that they may have a frefh 
“< Opportunity of taking another Trial four Years heace. 
“ But be this at it will, it is certain, that what I have 
<¢ juft mentioned may be practifed, and will always be an 
<< Inconvenience and a Hindrance in the carrying on of 
“< our foreign Affairs, towards the End of a Septennial 
‘< Parliament: And fhall we by anew Law give an Op- 
<< portunity and a Temptation to the Enemies of the Go- 
“< vernment, to repeat thofe and fuch like Practices and 
“< Suggeftions, to the great Prejudice of the Nation, at the 
End of every three Years? 

<< Before I conclude, Sir, I ‘cannot help obferving, 
«* that during the feven Years I have fate in Parliantent 


<< IT have heard many Queftions introduced into this Houfe 


«© which have very much furprifed me. Among others I 
*« have heard a Propofition made, which, as it appeared 
‘< tome, Would have made the Army ufelefs. upon any 


Kmergency, when we might have had the greateft Oc- 


‘< cafion for their Service. I have heard another Que- 


<< {tion about making a perpetual Law to regulate an an- 
es nual Conftitution, which would indeed have had 4 
*- guite different Effect from the former ; for in Procefs’ 


‘© of Time this laft Queftion, had it fucceeded,. might 
‘* haye made the Army our Sovereign, and King, mya 
an 
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“< and Commons, infignificant: And the Propofition now 
‘¢ before us, would, in my Opinion, tend to weaken 
‘“¢ our greateft Security, I mean the landed Intere(t of 
‘« the Kingdom, by giving them frequent and unneceflary 
‘c ‘Temptations to extraordinar Expences, and might far- 


«© ther introduce new Calamities and Confufions into this 


‘¢ Nation. What other Queftion can follow to keep 
‘¢ Rank with thofe I cannot diyine ; but the Spirit of Re- 
‘<< formation feems to be now fo very much the Fafhion, 
‘< I.do not doubt but fertile Imaginations will always 
‘¢ find, and will never beat a Lofs tor popular ‘Topicks 
to introduce. 

‘© No State, Sir, was ever fo exactly framed in all its 
“¢ Parts, as not to make new Laws fometimes neceffary to 
‘“< remedy the Evils which Time and Corruption may 
““ bring-upon it; and for this Reafon every State is in- 
‘© vefted with a Power of altering or repealing old Laws, 
‘© and fubftituting new in their ftead, where thofe exift- 
‘© ing are. found to be deficient : In this I fhall agree with 
‘“ the honourable Gentlemen ; but give me Leave farther 
‘© to obferve, that this Power may be made ufe of to the 
‘< Overthrow as Well as the Support of the Conftitution ; 
«c and therefore when we proceed to the Exercife of 
‘¢ this Part of the Legiflative Power, efpecially in Things 
‘© which relate to the very Fundamentals of our Conftitu- 
<< tion, the worthy Gentlemen will, I hope, agree with 
<< me, that we ought to ufe it with the greateft Prudence 
and Caution. 

‘< At prefent, Sir, I think our Conftitution is fo well 
‘€ regulated in all its Parts, the Scales are fo juftly poifed, 
‘‘ as not to want any new modelling, nor any additional 
‘© Weight to be thrown into the other Scale : We muit be 
<< all fo fenfible of the Happinefs we enjoy under our 
‘““ Conftitution, as now eftablifhed, that our chief Concern 
“< and Study ought to be how to preferve it in. the happy 
<< Situation it ig now in; and if we can tranfinit it to our 
‘¢ Pofterity in the fame Luftre and Perfection we now 


“ clearly perceive it to be in, our Succeffors will have no 
eration of eke 


he prefent Gen 
‘¢ juft Reafon to accufe the pr which is repofe 


made an ill Ufe of that great Truft 

“« in every Man who has a Voice in this Place. All 

«« Changes, tho’ never fo well intended, are hazard- 

<< ous; but as the Change now propofed appears to me, 

** Ithink it would certainly have a quite diferent Ef- 
Feec2 feo 
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fe& from what thefe’ worthy Gentlemen e@xpea who 


¢ are the Advocates for it: I am _perfuaded, that inftead 
< of amending, or improving, it would weaken the 


« Conftitution ; and therefore I think ita Duty I owe — 


¢ my Country to give my Diffent to it, in this publick 
L—J 'N 1 ¢ Tho’ the honourable Gentleman, 
S——t’s Speech. ‘who made this Motion, and the 
3 « honourable Gentleman who fecond- 
“ed it, have fupported it in fo ftrong and handfome a 
‘ Manner, that an Attempt to add any Thing to what 
‘ they have faid, efpecially in one fo young and unex- 
* perienced as I am, may be looked on as a Prefumption; 
“yet I cannot help declaring my Approbation of the 
F — in the beft and moft publick Manner I am 
able. 
‘The honourable Gentleman who read a long 
* Extract out of Mafter Prinne, feemed rather, in my 
‘ Opinion, Sir, to divert than inftruct the Houfe ; and 
‘tho’ I could not join with Gentlemen in their Mirth 
“upon fo ferious a Debate, yet I muft own I cannot con- 
‘ceive to what Purpofe that long Extract was read to 
‘ us upon the prefent Occafion: Nor can I fee what the 
“ Quettion now before us has to do with the Prerogative 
< of the Crown, either as now enjoyed, or as claimed in 
“any Time paft. Becaufe Gentlemen have mentioned our 
* old Conftitution, and have taken Notice of a_particu- 
‘lar Regulation with refpect to the holding of Parlia- 
‘ ments, which was then in Force, and which they defire 
‘to be re-eftablith’d; is it from thence to be inferred, 
‘ that they defire to reftore, in all its Parts, our ancient 
‘ Conftitution, as it ftood at any Period of Time. No, 
‘Sir, when we talk of our old Conftitution, with re- 
* gard to any Amendment or Alteration now propo- 
“ fed, we are to pick out thofe Cuftoms, which ap- 
* pear to be good, and which ought to be reftored; and 
sa are to reject thofe which appear to have been 
_£ The Queftion now before us, Sir, is not whether our 
‘ Conftitution be now inthe general better regulared than 
« it ever was at any former Period. The Queftion now 


* before us is particular; it is, Whether our Conftitu- | 


* tion, with refpect to the holding of Parliaments, was 
ever 


| 
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‘ever under a better Regulation than it is at prefent ? 4 fd 
* that it was fo feems to me to be demonffrable from the 
© very Nature and Defign of Parliaments ; for this Houfe 
‘is properly the grand Inqueft of the Nation, they are to 
‘ reprefent the Grievances of the People to their Sove- 
‘reign, and the People are always to choofe proper Re. 
prefentatives for that Purpofe ; that Choice ought there. 
‘fore to be annual, becaufe the Perfon that may be a 
‘proper Reprefentative one Year, may before the ‘next 
‘ or at leaft very foon after, be concerned in making the 
¢ People fuffer thofe very Grievances which they want to 
‘complain of ; and furely fuch Perfon would not then be 
‘ a proper Reprefentative of the People, nor would they 
‘ choofe him had they it in their Power to make a new 
“and a free Choice. 

‘ This, Sir, was our old Conftitution, with refpe& to 
‘the holding of Parliaments: They were, or at leaf{t 
‘ ought to have been, not only annually held, but annual- 
‘ly chofen. It is well known that /rorogations are bue 
“© of a late Date ; they Were firft introduced to favour the 
‘ arbitrary Views of fome of our ambitious Kings ; and as 
‘ they owed their Origin to fuch a corropt Fountain, I am 
‘ perfuaded we never can from them expect any Good. 
‘However, Sir, the Queftion now before us does not 
‘go fo far, nor.are we obliged to haye Recourfe to re- 
“mote Ages for a Precedent tor what ts row propofed : 
‘ When we now talk of our old Conftitution we are to 
‘ confider it as it was fettled and reformed at the Revolu- 
‘tion, and at that Time, as has been before obferved, 
-¢ the Patrons of Liberty did not think their Work was 
c compleat without having the Point fully and vara fet - 
<tled ; and therefore they were never at Reft till they 
< had obtained that very Law which is now defired to be 
< reftored : For this Reafon I cannot but think that Gen- 
¢ tlemen have given themfelves a very umeceflary Trou- 
« ble in explaining to us fo particularly the Hiftory of for- 
‘mer Reigns, or the Complaints againtt former Kings ; 
‘for the not holding any Parliament at all, or the con- 
‘tinuing the fame Parliament for a great Number of 
¢ Years 's in effe@t the fame; in the laft Cafe as well as 
‘the firft, the People have no Opportunity of having 
«their Grievances either reprefented or redreffed, be- 
“< caufe after a Number of Years the Members may ¢!- 
4 ther become unacquainted with, and regardlels the 


Grievances 
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© Gtievances of the People, or they may themfelves have 


4 


fo great a Hand in thofe Grievances, that for their 


aman Ends they will prevent their being redref. 


© It has been faid, Sir, that the reftoring of this Law 


would create great Heats, and raife dangerous Conteuti- 
ons in the Nation. If it were a new Law, a Law which 


_ we had never any Experience of, this Argument might 


have fome Weight, but the direct contrary of this is 
known to be true from the Experience we had of. it, 
while it was allowed to continue in force. Befides, Sir, 
this is one of thofe Arguments that prove too much ; 
for it is as good an Argument for us to continue our- 
felves for feven Years longer, or indeed for a perpetual 
Parliament, as it is for a Septennia/: And it is an Ar- 
gument that has in all Countries been made Ufe of for 
fubverting the Liberties of the People. In all free Coun- 
tries there muft now and then happen fome little Feuds 
and Divifions among the People, which ambitious 
wicked Men have ufed all their Cunning and all their 
Eloquence to fet in the moft terrible Light, and under 
the Tctameg of preventing thofe Feuds and Divifions, 
have in moft Countries prevailed upon the People to 
give up, or at leaft to allow themfelves to be robbed of 
thofe Privileges which were their only Defence againtt 
‘Tyranny and arbitrary Power. 

< Another Objection againit this Motion is, that a Sep- 
tennial Parliament is neceflary for eftablifhing and con- 
firming our Credit abroad. It this, Sir, be yet to do, 
if our Credit abroad remains yet to be either eftablith- 
ed or confirmed, I will fay that we have lately {pent 
many Millions, and have made many Treaties to very 
little Purpofe. Is not this likewife an Argument for 
fettling the Duration of our Parliaments at a much. 
longer Term? For if our Credit abroad were any way. 
ftrengthened by a Parliament to continue for feven 
Years, would it not be much more fo by a Parliament 
to continue for feven times feven? But this is not the 
Cafe ; our foreign Neighbours judge better of the Coa- 
dition and Circumftances of this Nation, than fome ot 
ourlelves feem todo; our Credit among them depends. — 
upon their believing that there is an Union and mutual 
Confidence between the King and his People ; and is 
there any Thing can tend more towards leffening eee 
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“ Belief in this Refpect, than their hearing ‘that the King 
does not incline to truft his People with a frequent | 
Choice of their own Reprefentatives? Will not tyery | 
Man from thence conclude, that either the People are 
difaffected, or that the Government is purfuing fuch Mea- 
fures as they think may not be agreeable to rhe genera- : 
lity of the People ? And I believe it will be allowed 
that fuch a Notion would not contribute much towards 
eftahlifhing or confirming our Credit abroad. 
© While no Mealures are purfued but fuch as are for 
‘the Honour and Intereft of the Nation, it is certain 
that a Parliament fent here by the free Choice of the y 
People for three Years, or even but for one, would be 3 


as ready to confirm thofe Meafures as a Parliament fent 
here for feven Years. But if ever it fhould hereafter 
happen that Meafures, even deftruétive to the Nation, 
fhould be purfued, on!y to fave and fupport a falling 
Minifter, or by way of room Expedients only, to | 


put off the Evil Day during his Time, he might indeed 


< 

‘ 

< 

‘ have a better Chance to get fuch Meafures confirmed or | 
‘approved of by the Members of a Septennial Parlia- 1) 
© ment, who had fucha long Term to reap the Fruits of 
‘ their fervile Compliance, than he could have to get 
« fuch Meafures confirmed or approved of by the Mem- 
. 
< 
& 


4 


bers of an annual or Zrieanial Parliament, who mutt 
foon returnsto the People for their Approbation or Dif- 
approbation of what they had done: And a Parlia- 
mentary Acquittal would be of much more Confe- 
quence in the firft Cafe than in the laft ; for if an an- 
nual or Triennial Parliament fhould be fervile enough to 
approve of Meafures contrary to the general Senfe af 
the Nation, the People would foon have an Opportu- 


nity of deing themfelves Juftice in 2 new Parliament ; 


but if the Ae on were to have no fuch Opportu- 


nity for feven 


Power. | 
‘It has likewife been faid that frequent new Parlia- 


“ ments would produce frequent Changes in our Admini- 
« ftration, fo that we never could fteadily purfue any Mea- 
‘ fure Foreign or Domeftick. As toChanges, Sir, in our 
Adminiftration, if Triennial or Annual Parliaments fhould 
produce Triennial or Annual Minifters, it would give 
« me nogreat Concern, and Idare fay, the Nation very 
¢ Jittle Uneafinefs ; but how thisfhould make us unfteacy 


‘or 


ears, it might be then out of their 
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‘or unfettled in the Purfuit of our publick Meafures 
‘either Foreign or Domeftick, I cannot indeed cop- 
‘ ceive; for if the Meafures were apparently for the 
“© Good of the Publick, the new Minifters would certain. | 
«ly, for their own Safety and Honour, purfue them as 
* fteadily as the old could have done ; and if the old had 
< entered upon any Meafures inconfiftent with the Good of 
the Nation, I think the Change of Minifters would be a 
lucky Change for the Nation, becaufe it would put a 
Stop to the Purfuit of fuch Meafures. So that if there 
were nothing elfe could be faid in favour of the Motion, 
this very Argument that has been made ufe of againft it, 


: ry be fufhicient for perfuading me to give my Vote 
or it. 


The honourable C is 
| Mr.C is’s Efg; Member for E— in Suffolk, 
1 Speech. ¢ Sir, I have indeed heard fome Men- 


_ © tion made without Doors of the Pro- 
pofition now under our Confideration ; but I never ex- 
pected to have heard it moved in this Houfe, efpecially 
at a Time when the Circumftances of Eurcpe ought to 
prevent our attempting any Thing that may in the leaft — 
tend towards weakening our Conftitution, or unfettling 
the Meafures of his Majefty’s Government. As tor my 
own Part, Sir, the Queftion can no way affect me: Let 
it be agreed to, or let it be rejected, as to my particular 
Circuniftances they will remvain the fame ; but as we are 
Not to regard our private or particular Intereft, but 
that of the whole Community, in every Queftion that 
arifes in this Houfe ; | therefore think I am obliged not 
only to give my Vote againft this Queftion, but to give 
my Reafon, at leaft the principal Reafon which induces 
me to be againft it: And it is this, that, in my Opinion, 
the Motion feems calculated for no other End but to con- 
tinue that Ferment and that Spirit of Divifion and Difiaf- 
fection which was fo artfully raifed in the Nation upon a 
late memorable Occafion, and which has already almoft 
fubfided, and muft entirely fubfide, as foon as the Peo- 
ple fhall have come to their right Senfes, fo as to be able 


* to judge coolly and impartially about this Affair : But 
this they could never come to do, if the prefent Moti- 
on fhould fucceed ; the Nation would be kept always in 
a Ferment, the Divifions about one Ele@tion would no 


fooner be over than thofe about another would — 
| ¢ an 
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: and the Paflions of the People would be every Year 
{crewed up by fome new Art, in order to fupport or 
: render fuccefsful the ambitious Views oi fome private 
* Men ; this would of courfe very much weaken his Ma- 
rs jeity’s Government, and diminith his Influence in all 
: Foreign Negotiations; for which Reafon I thall moft 
— y give my Vote againft the Motion now made 
be continued.) 


Extract from the CRATFSMa x. 
The Differtation on PARTIES continued. 


R. D’Anvers’s la? Diffrtation on Parties, contains a 
great many RefleFrons upon the Confiitution of Spain, 


and the Caujes of its Subverfion: frail lay a thore 


Abridgement of the/e RefleFiens before our Readers. 

We cannot (fays he) arrive, as far as my feanty Know - 
ledge informs me, at any particular and authentick Ac- 
count of the Scheme of that Government, which the H ¢/- 
tern Goths eftablifhed, when, driven out of Gaa/ by the 
franks, They drove the Vendais and the Alans out of 
— ; nor diftinguith very accurately between fuch In- 

itutions as were Parts of the eriginal Gothic Plan, 
and fuch as were introduced into the feveral Kingdoms, 
that form’d Themfelves on the Re-Conqueft of the Coun- 
try by the Spavierds from the Arabs and Moors. The 
Original of the Cortes particularly is quite in the Dark, «as 
We are affured by a very * induffrions Enqusrer and judi- 
cious Writer. Thus much however We may affert ; that 
the Gothick Kings were at firft e/ec#ive, and always dimit- 
ed, even after They became hereditary; and that the 
Cortes, whenever it was eftablith’d, was an Affembly, that 
may be more truely compared toa Briti/b Parliament than 
the Affembly of the Efates of France could ever pretend 
tobe. Churchmen had wriggled Themfelves ito a Share ot 
temporal Power among the Goths, as They did in every 
Country, where They were admitted to preach the Gol- 
pel, though without aay Authority ‘rom the Gofpel ; fa 

that the Cortes con‘iited of Pre/ates, as well as Dukes, Ma- 
flers of Orders, Earls and Ricofhow:s, who compoled the 


* Dr. Geddes ia his mifcell. 
whole 
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whole Body of the Nobility ; and of the Procurators of 
the Commons; That is, of the Citizens and Burgeffs, 
chofen by the Citizens and Boroughs to reprefent and act 
for the whole Body of the Commons. To preferve the In- 
dependency of this Affembly, the/e Precurators were to be 
paid by the Corporations, for which They ferved ; the 
King was to give no Office, or Salary to any of Them ; 
nay, at Refunption of Rewards, granted to Members cf 
the Cortes, was once at leaft debated, if not enacted. In 
fhort, He was not to name their Prefdent, nor even to © 
fend Letters a ree to any of Them. No Money could be 
raifed on the Subjects without the Confent of ¢his Affem- 
biy ; and it was a ftanding Maxim, or Order, that Re- 
dre/s of Grievances fhould precede the Granis of Supplies. 
Such a Frame of Government as This feems built for Du- 
tation ; and, in Fact, if it had not been undermined, it 
could not have been demolifhed. The Manner, in which 
it was both undermined and demolifhed totally at laft, de- 
ferves the Attention of every Man in Britain. It was un- 
dermined by the Jafiuence of the Court, too much conniv’d 
at, and too long tolerated ov the Members of the Cortes. 
Preflitute Wretches were found in thofe Days, I doubt, 
not, as well as in ours, to maintain that the meccffary In- 
dependency of the Prince could not be fupported, without 
allowing a corrupt Dependency of the Cortes cn Him; and 
They had in thofe Days, fuch Succefs in Cofile, as We 
ought to hope They will never obtain in Britaiz. When 
corrupt Mayjorities were thus fecured, Pretences were not 
wanting, nor will they ever be fo, for making Conceflions 
to the Crown, repugnant to the Spirit of the Confitution, 
and even inconfiftent with the Forms of it. Such Pre- 
tences, however plaufible, would not have been admitted 
by Men zealous to preferve their Liberty ; becaufe any 
real Danger, remote as well as immediate, to a free Con- 
feitution would in their Ballance outweigh all Confideratt- 
ons of real Expediency, and much more all the frivo- 
ious Pretences of that Kind. But the *t Members of the 
Certes were no longer fuch Men, when Cafi/e loft her 
Jsberties under Charles the Vth. The Cuftom of bribing 
the Reprefentatives of the Commons by Gifts and Promi/es, 
and fo fecuring a Majority to the Court, had long pre- 
vail’d, as We have juft now faid; and after That, it 1s 
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Bot to be wonder'd at if Excies, given for eight Years 
became perpetual ; if Money was eraated before 
reevances were redrefs'd; and if the Precedent, fet in the 
of Henry Id, was followed in all fucceeding Reigns 
he Cortes gave this Prince a Supply, for makin War 
on the Moors ; but the + Sum being reprefente dige. 
Co g reprefented by the 
. ure to be be infufhicient for the Service, it was carried 
ae em Cafe of a Deficiency, the King might raife, with- 
oe “se a Cortes, the Money neceffary to make good 
erciency. This of Credit gave an incurable and 
atal Wound to that Conffitution. I call it a Vote of Cre- 
dit, though it may feem to have been fomewhat more ; 
for furely the Diiference is not very finall between a 
P Ower to raife Money directly on the People, for a Ser- 
Tice Raown, aud already approved, and provided for in 
Fart, by their Reprefeatatives, anda Power to borrow 
Money, onthe national’ Credit, for Services unknowa, 
aid to lay the Nation under an Obligation of paying for 
d hat, which it is poffible their Repre/entatives may difap- 
prove. | 
' The Nation faw itfelf betray’d, and the Commens pro- 
tefted loudly againit the Proceedings of their  Reprefeata- 
fives, But this was the very Point, for which the Ene- 
mies of the CafAslian Conffitution waited and as foon asa 
Pretence for employing Force was given Them, They 
mufled Chemfelyes up in that threadbare Cloak of Zeal 
for the Government, and ftabbed their Country to the Heart, 
An Ordinance of the Cortes had been made, about an hun- 
dred Years before, againft increafing the fanding Forces 
of the Kingdom to more than 4000 Soldiers in Garr:fons, 
and rsoo Ginets. This Ordinance had not been very well 
obferved. ‘The long Wars with the Moors made Armies 
when there was no actual War. The 
aded by the Moors, (for every Moori/s 
Pretender to the Throne) might ferve 
nd when this Reafon {ail’d 


often neceffary, 
Danger of being inv 
King was a 
to make them fo repreiented; a | 
intirely, as it “id. by the Conquett of Granada, the latt 
Poffefioa of thefe People in Spain, Pretences for es 
Armies on Foot were ttill to be found. ‘There weve ftith 
Moor ith FaFions ; the Chriflians were Moors in their 
Hearts : amoneft the o/d Chrifrans, there were feveral, 
who tayour'd Them; the People were not to be trufted 


Ld. 
wit ta with 
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with their own Prefervation ; Chrevres, the rapacious Mi- 
nifter of Char/es the Vth, and his Yourncymen, (tor fo 
were thofe Spaniards call\’d, according to Dr. Geddes, who 
did not care how much their Country was plung’d by 
Foreigners, provided They fhared the Spoils) Chieures, I 
fay, and his fourne men, a real Faction, and perhaps not 
a great one, were the fof Friends of the Government. 


The reft of the Nation were open, or fecret Enemies. 


According to this excellent Logick, the former were to be 
protected in Blundering, for They were guilty of That 
too, as well as in Plundering, and the /atter were to be 
_ opprefs’d for complaining. ‘The Nation was facrific'd to a 

fadiien, and an excell: vt Conffitution deftroyed, in Fayour 
Ol a profligate Government. 


Extract from Foc's-JOURNAL. 


Mr. Fog’s laf Journal contains two Letters from his 


Correfpondents : We fhail give our Readers the thortett, 
and, in our Opinion, the {marteft of ther. 


R, | 

Was the other Day reading in my Bible, and it hap- 

pened to be in that Book which is call’d the Apecryphe ; 
and though this Part be not held of equal Authority with 
the reft, yet there are many Things in it which deferve 
our Attention. Iwas ftrangely affected with the ftupid 
idolatry of the Babylonians, who worthip’d an Idol call’d 
Bel, which Idol devoured every Day twelve great Mea- 
fures of fine Flower, forty Sheep, and fix Veflels of Wine ; 
all which was paid for by the poor People. This Idcl 1s 
defcribed to be made of Bra/s without, and of C/ay with- 
mm,---very fine Materials you will fay to make a Ged of ;--- 
but notwithftanding he was made of fuch ,bafe Metal, he 
had threefcore and twelve Pricf#s, with their Wives and 
Children in his Service. : 

‘There was alfo a great Dracon which they of Babylon 
worthip’d, but I take ir, that Be/ and the Dragon were but 
two different Reprefentatives of one falfe Object of Wor- 
thip. But to fee how Princes may be deceiv’d in thetr 
Notions of a Divinity; for the King faid to Daniel the 
Prophet, Thinkef theu uct that Bel is living God; feof 
hou how much he cateth and Grinketh every Day ; but Da- 
mie? {miled at this odd Notion of a Divinity: he — 

| the 
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the King, and brought about the Deftruction of Be/ and his 
| 

{id you never hear of an Idol fet up in any other Coun- 
try, thatin all Refpects anfwer’d the Defeription of Be/? 
— An Idol that was all Bra/s without, and nothing 
but Mad and Corruption within,— an Idol that de- 
voured much more than twelve Meafures of fine Flower, 
forty Sheep, and fix Veffels of Wine all Day, and all at the 
Expence of the poor People, efpecially when he went up- 
on fome Pleafures into his own Country, —an Idol 
that hid threefcore and twelve Pricfs with their Wives 
and Children intirely in his Service. 

[ am told there is fuch a Story in profane Hiftory, but I 
have not been able to find it, perhaps you may have met 
with it in the Courfe of your Reading, it you have, EF 
fhould be glad you would give us fome Obfervations upon 
it, and let us know particularly whether there was a Da- 
nicl who endeavoured to reciify the King’s Fudemeat in 
Regard to this Idol, and whether his Deftruction with that 
of his threefcore and twelve Priefs, their Wives and Chil- 


dren was brought about at laft. 


Extract from the DAILY COURANT. 
A View of the Britith Conftitution, azd its Advantages. 


O begin with the Power vefted in the Peopie. ‘Tt may 
be remarked, that in all the ancient Republicks, no 


iethod was ever invented to make this /afe, ea/y, and Jaf 
inc. Ia Sparta they were intoleraly tumultuous, till Lycure 
gus tam’d them; and when the -£phors were conftituted, 
chey lent their Force to them to become ‘Tyrants over 
their Krnes. In Athens, where the Majefy ot the State 
refided in them, they were continually tactious, murmur- 
ing, changing, and feldom acting W! ely but when they 
futfered themfelves to be guided. In. Rome Seditions were 
requent, the Infolence of the 7ribuses perpetual the Pow- 
er ot the Pecple, a Thing dreaded by the bef b yet the 
true Friends ot Liberty and Mankind never were for ftrip- 
ping the People oi all Power, they only w ifhed fome Means 
might be found out for readering it more u/cful aad defs 
ferrible. 
Now, ja cur Covxffitution, this is admirably adjufted. 


The Peurr of the Commons is transferred to a conipetent 
ivamber 


| 
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Number of the richeit, wifeft, and moft popular Men 3. 
mongft them. ‘They are chofen by doe, and that in fuck 
a Manner as every Maz, who has any confiderable Shore 
of Property, has a Share tooin their Ele@ion. When 
are affembicd, they have their proper Powers afligned them ; 


Powers of more Confeguence tothe Bo-'y of the Peeple than- 


any I know ol, referved to them in the @atiert m1x-/] Go- 
wernments ; tor by them the Mea/ure of Supplies, thar is, 
of Money, raifed on the Socie’y, for the Benefit of Sccicty, 
is regulated without Controu/. In them, as in the Grand 
inquef ot the Nativn, is repofed a Pewer ot impraching 
any Minifier, how great foever, and by their Neeztive 


any Bi// formed elfewhere, is hindered from pa/fing into a. 


Law. 

In Countries, which are fubyected to an Arifocratick Go- 
vernment, the /n/o/ence of the Nobi/:ty is, as it were, efta- 
blithed by Law; and though there may be fome Srexre: 
favourable, in Appearance, to the mecner fort of Pecpie, 
yet the Interpretation of thofe Statutes, and the Execution 
of them, being folely in the Nodi/ity, their Efe is fo 
much weakned, that their Benefr is feldom claimed. 
could eafily put my Readers in Mind or an Furcpeen Re- 

ublick, ancient, and juftly famous, which yet, in open 
Violation of the Lews of Natzrc, allows none to be free, 
but thofe whom their Laws make neb/e, and yet call their's 
a Free-State, though Ninety-nine in a Hundred of their 
Pecpie, compared with Britous, are meer S/aves. In Po- 
/and there is, or ought to be Freedom, but to whom? Not 
to the People ; they are Beahs of Burden, the Nobles only 
are free. And free to what End? Why, to perplex the 
King, to live in continual Broz/s, and to expofe the Nation 
to everlafting Evz/s. In Germeny every Body knows how 
high the Prevzleges of the Nobles rife, and confequent- 
ly how /ow the Peeple are depreffed; for fuch Prici- 
feges, when given to the jirf, are thereby taken from tle 
fatter. Liberty 1s much ta/ked of in all thefe Counrrics, 
but it is not ezjoyea, tor it isa Contradiction in Terms to 
fuppole Mex free, becaufe they are under many Jyrunts. 
We are not then to look for this Gem, where a /ma!// Part 
of Mankind are, by Law, enabled to /erd it over their Fe/- 
dows ; and, if it be wanting, Goverameat is not a Bleffing Lut 
a Burden. 

But, in the British Conftitution, our Nobility have thit 
Share in the Legiflature, which thofe who have reafoned 
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beft in favour of Arifocracy would have affigned thém. 
i hey have all the Acnours, to which Birth and Fortune 
thould intitle ; they are born the Coun/e/lors of the Aing 
and Kingdom ; they are attended with Revereace by their 
dateriors ; and as they cannot oppre/s, fo they cannot be op- 
preffed. They are confidered as the /uprcam Court: of 
fudicature ; as the Avengers of the Nation on evil Mjn;. 
feers ; and as the Gaardians of the Confitution, which cvs 
them with fuch Powers. In Cafes of extream Danger ‘to 
the Publick, they are a judicious as well as illuftrious Cor »- 
ci; their Determinations, like thofe of the Roman Senate, 
are attended with fuch thining Marks of Virtue and Inpe- 
grity, that they are appleuded as well as obeyed by the Pec- 
ple; and they arean Affmb/y of Perfons fo dittinguifhed, 
that the Prince is never at a Lofs to find Minifeers tor cioz2 
Lmployments, or Generals for the Command of his Armres. 

‘As the Virtues of their Ancefors derive thefe Honours and 
thefe Privileges to the prefent Nodi/ity, fo their Gvorjes 

ferve not to damp, but to excite an honeft Spirit of Emu/e- 

tion inthe Common. ‘The latter are not fhut out of this 

Affembly, becaufe their Anceffors were lefs diftinguithed ; 

they may repair that by giving fignal Proofs of their own 

Merit. Thus, the eminent/y virtuens may always become 

achle, unlefs, thro’ an Excefs of Modefy, they are inclined 

to derive no Splendor but trom the Fame attending their 

A Zions, and are content to deferve Honours rather than to 

wear them. 

As to the rceal Power, it has proved as perplexing to 
the Po/iticians how to leavefuch a Portion to the chief Me- 
2iffrate, as might be ufeful and not danverous, as to limit 
the Authority of the People and the Nobility, fo as that 
they might be mutually advantageous to the Commonwea/th. 
Too much Power in the Prince hazards the Satety of a 
mixed Government, whenever a Prince thall arife in it ot 
Prong Paffions and weak Fudement ; for fuch a one would 
be for becoming Ab/o/ue, and would with little Diticulty 
effect his Defien. Too little Power in the Prrace dinmnithes 
him to a Pazeant, and renders him ufelefs to the Stare. 
The Kines of Poland, for example, have defigned doing 

: h ; but have found 
ercat and good Things for the 7 tis fills 
themfelves beyond Redemption, channed down by a 
ous Oppofition of the Laws. : 
only of fmall Authority in that Repue 
3 brifoncr of State: And not to mult 


~The Doge of Venice 1s not 
ublick, but as it'were 
ply Examples, it 1s 
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almoft peculiar to the Znbaditants of this Zend to have a 
King not fo refrained, but that he may be Greer, and yet 
not fo much left at /erge, as to have his Subjeds at ‘his 
Mercy. The Prerogative of a Britifob Monarch, is mach 
of the fame Extent with that claimed by Heary the Fuurth 
of France in the Town of Roche/, when it was hinted to 
him, his Authority was not great there. J haze, faid he, 
as much Power init asi defire; for Ican do as much Good 
7a Rochel as J plea/e. 

It is therefore the juft Mixture of Monarchy, Ariffecra- 
cy, and Democracy in our Government, which renders it 
zvencrable, firm and gentle. 


Extract from the FREE-BRIToN. 
 Detefion of the Author of the Differtation on Parties. 


UCH Writers (fays Mr. /Va/jingham) as at any Time 

have thundred out Defiances to all the World on efta- 
blifhed Propofitions, have juitly been compared with Dy- 
MOCK and his Challenges to the King’s Enemies at a Co- 
ronation Fejtival. Of all thefe doughty Penmen,. there 
never was one more deferving of Rebuke than the Author 
oi the Differtation on Parties, who affects to make our 
Civil Rights a Matter of Controverfy, when he is aflured 
that none will controvert the Subject, and enters into -\r- 
gument with the Grimace of Oppofition, whilft he hath 
wrapt himfelf up in Security that there can be no Oppo- 

This Author, whofe Air of Writing is the moft truely 
polemical, where there never was lefs Appearance either 
of Objections or Adverfaries ; who produces Arguments 
againft Liberty,, which none have been fo wild as to dream 
of but himfelf, and aafwers them triumphantly, as if he 
had vanquifhed mighty Hofts of Enemies, fhews by fuch 
poor contemptible Artifice, that he engages Himfeli in 
the nobleft Caufe to ferve the moft ungenerous Ends ;_ 
That by writing in the Style of Conirover/y on the Subjed 
of Liberty, He would wrongfully and deceitfully induce 2 
general Belief, that Liberty itfelt is become the Subjed? of 
Controver/y ; and by making elaberate Apologies for it, cral- 
tily infinuate the falfe Suppofition, too apt to prevail 
among un-informed Men, that ferce Oppofition 15 fome-. 
where raging agaings it. Thi 
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This falfe Suegeftion is eafily brought toa fhort, plain 
and decifive Iffue: For, fince the learned Author defies 
all the Court /friters, as He calls them, to anfwer Him 
on the Propofitions of Liberty, They may de/y Him to 
fhew that 7bey, in their Vindications of Courts and Mini- 
oo have ever offered any thing againit the Principles of 

iberty.. 

If Kat fuch Writers had offended againft fuch Princi- 
ples, they are entirely to anfwer for themfelyes, and, in 
Common juitice, to be diftriminated from others, who, 
tho’ agreeing with them in the Profeffion of Zeal for the 
Government, ought not to be joined with ‘them as Ene- 
againft Linerry ; aCharge, which were it to at- 
fect ever fo many Writers, could not, by any honett Con- 
ftruction, affect the Court and Minifry, however poftible 
it might be, that fome of them had an Acquaintance or 
Favour with Men in high Stations, unlefs it might be 
proved, that fuch had given fpecial Initructions or En- 
couragement agaiait the Principles of Liberty, wherein I 
dare fay, their worft Enemies are perfectly fatisfied, that 
someon Difcretion muft ever maxe this 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
FRANCE. 


HE Court of France having, of late, made more 
than ordinary Profeffions of their fincere good Will 
‘towards a general Pacification; fome Foreign Miuuiiters 
laid hold of that Opportunity to infinuate, that they could 
not give a better Proof of this Intention than by interpo- 
fing their good Offices at Confantinople, to diffuade the 
Turks from breaking with the Chrifians, or intermeddiing 
with the Affairs of Pe/and ; to which it 1s faid the Cardi- 
nal. finifter made Anfwer, That tho’ His moft 
“ an Niviefty would be far from influencing the Dicaa, 
‘¢ or fomenting the Inclination of the Oftcmans to attack 
“ the Emperor; yet it could not reafonably be expect. 
“ ed He thould attempt to ditfuade them from concerning 
© themfelves with the Affairs of a Kingdom, alreacy over- 
‘6 run by Foreign ‘Troops, who have as little Right to Le 


there as they. 
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HoLianp and the Low-CounTRIES. 


T HE Politicians at the Hague have again formed a 
Flan fora Genewal Pacification, which they pretend 
is laid down forthe Ground Work of it. This, as well 
as many others we have already feen, may probably exift 
no where but in their own Imaginations; however as 
our laft Letters from Ho//and have brought us little or no- 
thing elfe, we thall give it our Readers as we received it. 

(1.) That in Return of King Stanzfiaus being allowed to 
remain King cf Poland, €$c. France fhould reftore all the 
had taken from the Empire, during this War. 

{2.) That King /agufus fhould bear the Title of King 
of Poland, during the Life of King Stanifaus, and fucceed 
him after his Death. | aa 

(3-) Don Carlos to marry the Empercr’s youngeft 
Daughter, and to have the two Sics/ies for her Portion. 

(4.) The Duke of Lorrain tqmarry the Emperor's eldeft 
Daughter and be declared King of Hungary. © 

{=.\ "That, as far as may be, Satisfaction be given to alt 
the Princes of the Empirc, and all religious Grievances be 
redrefled. 

All this while no Mention is made of Eembardy, or of 
the King of Sardinia’s Pretenfions, no more than of what 
Satisfaction the Poles are to have for giving up their Privi- 
leges of a new Eleétion, on the Death of Stani/faus, or in 
what manner foch an A#can be made binding to their Suc- | 
ceffors: And for the laft Article it may probably be the 
Work ofan Age. 

It has been lately brought upon the Carpet, in the Af- 
fembly of their Aigh Mightineffes, the States General, to 
make an Augmentation of their Troops, with ro,coo Men, 
for the enfuing Year ; but no Refolntion has been yet taken 
thereupon. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


HEIR Catholick Majefty's are gone from the Ef- 
curial to Pardo. where it is believed they will {pend 

the beft Part of the Winter. | 
An Advice-Boat from the Hawanna has brought News 
to Cadiz, that the Ga//ions having found a bad Market tor 
their Merchandizes at Perto Beiio, were gone, in hopes oO 
better Fortune to Lima. , Above 
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Above 2000 Spanifb Horfe are arrived at Perpienan, 
from feveral Parts of Spain, in their Way to Lom. 
hardy ; and the Infantry defigned thither by Sea, would 
bave departed before now, had not the Wind been con- 
trary. 


ROME aad ITALY. 


HE Duke of Bitonto, who was fo fortunate in the 
| Reduction of feveral Places in the Kingdom of Naples, 
that it might be faid of him, as of Ca/ar, Veni, Vidi, Vici,not 
finding the Gates of the feveral Fortreffes he has appeared 
before in Sicz/y, fo ready to open at his Command, is return- 
ed from thence to Naples, and it is believed will undertake 
the Siege of Capua, and let his Conquetts in Sici/y remain 
m the State they are now in, ’till this important Place is 
reduced to the Cuedionn of his Neapolitan Majefty, It is 
like however, to be 2 Matter of fome Time; for the Go- 
vernour of that Place, having been refufed the honourable 
Terms he demanded for his Garrifon, has now, it is faid, 
declared he will not furrender on any Terms; but is re¢- 
folved to hold cut a formal Siege, and difpute every Foot 
of Ground, whatever Hardthips and Extremities he may 
be expofedto. | 
The Jmperialifis in Lombardy, fince they have received 
fo many Reinforcements, are very elate, and not only be- 
gin to talk of great Matters, but have actually put foms 
of their Defigns in Execution. General Wadsis has pafsid 
the Po, with a Detachment of the Jmperial Army, 
and haying viewed the Fortifications of Miraadola, re-in- 
forced the Garrifon of that Place, and returned to their 
Camp again without any Interruption. As we juft men- 
tioned in our laft, the Jmperialiffs paffed the Oglo, the nine- 
teenth, the Confederates being betore retreated from the 
Banks of that River ; of which Retreat. we have the fo!- 
-Jowing farther Particulars. 
It i upon Advice which his Sardinian Majefty had 
received of the laft Column of the Jmperia/ Troops from 
the Rhine being arrived, the feventeeath Inftant, 1a the 


- Mantuan, and the next Day, in their Camp, that, 19 2 


Council of War held with the Preach Officers, this Re- 
treat was refolyed on; and the Cannon baying been feat 


away 


é.' e 16th to Cremona, the who's 
“before, on Army 
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Army confifting of Sixty Battalions and Eighty Squadrons, 
retreated under the Cannon of Cremona; the Marthal de 


Brogilio himfelfhaving brought up the Rear, in very good 
Order. Notwithftanding the Confederates pretend 


to a Superiority in Number, and an Advantage in Ground. 
And both Sides pretend to an eagernefs to engage. 
()*. R Letters from Hemburg advife, that the Freach 

Oincers, which have been fo long at Petersbzre, 
are arrived in that City, by the Way of Lubeck, and -that 
at their Departure, it was believed, the Marguifs de Mon- 
+1 would likewife foon be fet at Liberty. 

The Report o fthe King of Pruffia’s Death proves to be 
falfe ; our laft Advices from Berlin give great Hopes of 
his Recovery. ‘They tell us that the two Incifions in his 
F.egs have carried of fo large a Quantity of noxious Mat- 
ter, that his Majefty is now very eafy, and is daily feve- 
‘veral Hours out of his bed. 

Heavy Complaints have been made ta the Court of /7- 
enna, by the Electors of Cologne, Bavaria and Palatine, 
who feem to purfue the fame Meafures, concerning the 
Winter Quarters, they have been obliged to furnifh, in 
their Territories, for the Troops of the Empire. The . 
Elector of Coleen is preparing to go Munich, (the Refi- 
dence of his Brother the Elector of Bavaria) where, it's 
believed he will pafs the Winter, in Order to come to 4_ 
Refolution as to their joint Proceedings for the enfuing 

ear. | 

When King Aueuffus had but juft pafs’d Brefiau, in his . 
Way to War/aw, a Party of fixty Poles came rufhing up- 
onhis Vanguard, as it was believed, with no good Defign ; 
but perceiving his Guard was too ftrong for them, cried 
out, God ble/s King Auguffus, and made their Submiffion 
to his Majefty who received them very gracioufly. 7 

The 24th Inftant died the young Prince, Count de Sot/- 


fons, Nephew to Prince Eugene, at the Court, of the 
Flector Paletine of Manheim. 


f 
GERMANY. 


POLAND, SWEDEN, and the NORTHERN POWERS. 


a UR laft Advices bring us no great Matter from {7 
land: King Sraniflaus, who is ftill at 
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has been indifpofed for fome Days. The Abbot 2’ 4p. 
$4i5,- who was formerly in Po/and, is arrived there to 
wait on him, as are likewife, feveral Po/i/fb Lords from 
Dantzuk, who expect immediately to be followe, 
fome others. On the other Hand, Prince Czartor isk? 
the Palatines Poniatcwski and Bielinski, and the Bifhop of 
Pilesko, are preparing to depart from Daatzick, to affift 
in the General Diet to be held at /farfaw, where King 
Auguftus arrived the 15th and from whence ‘it is believed 
he will depart, immediately after the Conclufion of the 
for Dantzick.. 

Our Letters from Petersburg advife, that all the Freach 
‘Troops are failed fiom Nerva, excepting about 300, which 
being fick, are placed in the Hofpitals there ’till Spring. 
The Czarina’s Forces are to be augmented with 3s ,009 
Men againft the enfuing Campaign, and Orders are givea 
to fit out eighty Gallies, from 32 to 36 Oars, at Veroniztz. 


Trerky, Persia, other REMOTE COUNTRIES. 


UR Perfian News is again by the Way of Peter” 

burg and Vienna, and it we may give Credit to 1t, 

the Perfiaz General Kouli.Kan has declared to the Czari- 
na, that he would make no Peace with the Ottomans, on 
any Account ; and, befides, las had the Folitenefs to de- 
clare his only Reafon to be, becanfe he is fenfible the Con- 
fequences of it would be prejudicial to her Czarian Maje- 
Ry, as well as to the Emperor of Germany, This is, in- 
deed, as thofe two Courts have Reafon to with. Bue 
what fhould induce this General to receed fo fuddenly 
from all his former Declaratfans, with Regard to Rufi¢ 
we cannot well conceive, nor indeed,’ what fhould move 
him to have this Concern for his Jmperial Mayetty’s Inte- 


re it. 
DOMESTICK OCCURRENCES 
To which is added, 
The DRONE’s COLLECTION: 
Beincan Account of feveral Curious Particulars faithfully 
extracted from the Publick Papers, for the Uje of fuck in- 


. quilitive Readers, as have more Time spon theit Hands 
shan they know what to do with. | ” London 
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London, Nov. 25. QUT E>bear that a Propofal having been 
| made here- on the’ Part of the Em- 

peror, for borrowing she Sum of 500000}. at an Intereft of 6 
pet Cent. on certain Securities, 2 Subfcription has been lately com- 
— to the Amount of that Sum; and on Wednefday the Hon. 
oratio Townfhend, Efq; Governour of the Bank, accompany’d 
by feveral of the Direétors, waited upon his Excellency Count 
inski, the Imperial Ambaffadour, on forme. Affairs relating there- 


to. 

Tomorrow being St Andrew’s Day, the Tutelar Saint for 
Scotland, there will be a Drawing Room at St James’s at Noon, 
and another at Night, for the Firft this Seafon. 

The Drawing-Room Nights will .be continu’d Mondays and 
Fridays, as ufual. 

The Lord Bifhop of Winchefter has appointed his Son Mr. Hoad- 
ty to be Chincellor of the Diocefe of Winchefter; 2 Place which 
had been officiated by Deputies fince the Death of Sir Peter 
Meaux, the late Bifhop defigning it for a near Relation ot 
his own, but died before the Gentleman became of Age to en- 
oy it. 

On Tuefday laft Coi. John Schutz received his Patent, cor- 
+ him Lord Warden of the Stannaries in Cornwall for 
ife. 

Yefterd Right Honourable the Lord. Chancellor prefented 
the Rey, Mr. Robert Jenkins to the ReGtory of Weftbere, in the 
County of Kent and Diocefe of Canterbury. 

On Wednefday died at North-End near Hammerfinith, aged 
r Mrs, Eleanor Eftwick, Reli& of the late Humphry Eftwick, 

iq, | : 

Yefterday being the laft Day of Term, feveral Perfons appear’d 
at the King’s Bench Bar upon their Recognizances, fome of whom 
were difcharg’d, and others continu’d. _ 


f ‘ 


"Chriftened < Females 168% Buried « Females 226 
In'all 334 5 


Increaied in the Burials this Week 1. 
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